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and recommend also the cause itself to the prayers, co-operation and influ- 
ence of our congregations. 

3. That we approve of the policy of the American Peace Society in 
utterly refusing to identify itself with that party in these United States who 
advocate the principles of non-resistance or no-government, and the imme- 
diate dissolution of the American Union. 

4. That the ministers of the presbytery present before their respective 
congregations, at least once in a year, the objects, the principles, the mea- 
sures and claims of the American Peace Society, and take up a collection 
to aid in its funds. Unanimously passed. 

The Free-Will Baptists — at their annual conference in October last, 
adopted the following resolutions : — 

1. That the doctrine of " peace on earth," proclaimed by angels, and 
enforced by the teachings and example of Christ and his apostles, consti- 
tutes a grand peculiarity of our religion, and that it deserves far more attention 
from the church and ministry than it is now receiving, or has received for 
the last fifteen centuries. 

2. That the custom of appealing to arms for the settlement of national 
difficulties, is at open variance with the principles of Peace, and conse- 
quently hostile to the spirit and precepts of Christianity. 

3. That in view of our present unnecessary and cruel war with a sister 
republic, and its long dark train of evils, pecuniary and political, social and 
spiritual, we commend the cause of Peace to the special support of all our 
brethren. 

4. That all demonstrations of joy in honor of bloody victories achieved 
in Mexico, and the sympathy manifested by so many ministers and pro- 
fessed Christians in the design and success of the present war, evinces a 
deplorable want of Christian rectitude and piety. 

5. That we recommend frequent and earnest prayer to the God of 
Heaven for the speedy return of Peace by a timely repentance on the part 
of our government, that shall result in the national salvation of Mexico, 
and redeem the tarnished honor of our country. 



A FEW MORE ITEMS FROM THE MEXICAN WAR. 

Incidents in the Battle of Cerro Gordo. — ''I proceed," says a lieu- 
tenant in our army, " to tell you of the part I played in the battle of Cerro 
Gordo. God deliver me from ever being in such another fight ! In my 
last letter from Vera Cruz I stated that 1 had been left behind my division 
(2d of Gen. Twiggs's) sick, but that I was about to rejoin it at Jalapa. 
Who can calculate on the future 1 The next news from the army was 
that Santa Anna, with an army of sixteen thousand men, was strongly en- 
trenched in a mountain pass between us and Jalapa, at Cerro Gordo, the 
name of the principal height and key-point of his position — a perfect Mex- 
ican Gibraltar, a mountain height of eight hundred feet or more — sur- 
mounted by eight pieces of cannon, (eighteen and six pounders,) which 
completely commanded the neighboring ground and approaches : and 
furthermore strengthened by two breastworks of stone, wood, and brush, 
which completely girt about the summit upon which stood a small town, 
from which waved proudly the flag of Mexico. 

I was too laie to join my regiment on the first day, but attached my- 
self to a company of the 7th infantry, which held an exposed situation, 
and had the extreme felicity of being fired at all day without the plea- 
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sure of returning it. That night 1 rejoined my company, under Captain 
Mason, and next morning we (the rifles) were obliged for two mortal 
hours to stand an artillery lire of ball, grape, and canister, under very im- 
perfect shelter, before the command forward to storm the height was 
given, [t was here that poor Mason lost his leg. Lieutenant Davis was 
killed in the very spot where I had been lying a few minutes before; and 
afterwards, when I arose to obey the order forward, a soldier was discov- 
ered about six feet above me on the side of the hill, who had been killed 
so dead by a grape shot passing through his stomach, that he had not ap- 
parently moved from his recumbent posture, and had died so suddenly 
that those around were ignorant of the fact of his having been struck. 

The storming of Cerro Gordo was a magnificent spectacle, as well as one 
of the most brilliant, if not most brilliant feat ever accomplished by Amer- 
ican arms. The mountain was so steep and the men so exhausted by pre- 
vious efforts, that it became a cool deliberate thing. There was no rush: 
our gallant soldiers advanced calmly and slowly, amidst leaden hurricanes 
which unceasingly swept over them. Batteries in the rear played upon 
them ; but there was no pause, no hesitation — on they went. Their minds 
were made up to conquer or to die. On they went, gradually converging 
to the summit, which blazed forth like a volcano, till finally our deadly 
fire opened upon the foe, his breastwork became ours also, and almost si- 
multaneously the different regiments engaged in the storm entered, and 
their standards triumphantly waved in place of ' La Bandera de Mexico.' 
What a glorious feeling of elation took possession of my soul at that mo- 
ment. (!) I cannot describe it. Of the wounded, dead, and dying, we 
will not speak. I have seen Death robed in all his ghastly terrors, and 
feel that / am becoming indifferent to the sufferings of my fellows; my 
profession demands it. The dry grass upon the hill took fire at one 
time, and many dead and some wounded were burnt up, or rather roasted. 
Our regiment suffered .terribly ; the proportion of killed and wounded 
among the officers was more than one out of three, eight officers being killed 
and wounded where fourteen were unharmed ; among the men the propor- 
tion was one out of five. Pretty hot work ; such as I do not care about be- 
ing engaged in again in a hurry. At one time, I assure you, such was the 
noise of balls passing over my head, that I was unconscious of any other 
sound, though regiments at the time were rolling forth their fire. What a 
magnificent and terrible tune was played in those mountains, which acted 
like some huge sounding-board, and prolonged and rolled away into the 
distance the noise of the battle!" 

" War Pickings. — A correspondent of the Baltimore Sun, writing from 
Tampico, Oct. 9, says : ' Colonel Gates ordered to be paid from the reve- 
nue a salary to each officer of the customs, at this port, in addition to the 
compensation received by them from the Government, as commissioned 
officers. The different salaries range from one to three thousand dollars 
per annum. His own he has fixed at $2,000. It may not be generally 
known to your readers that the Colonel's salary and perquisites exceed 
that received by the Secretary of War ! His pay proper as Colonel, is 
about $3,000 per annum ; as Governor, from the city treasury, $2,400; and 
as Supervisor of the Customs, the same amount; making his comp usa- 
tion annually about eight thousand dollars. Who would not be a sol- 
dier?'" 

Collusion in the Sale of Public Property. — It appears from the 
Oalveston News, that the public property at Vera Cruz, which should have 
been sold at public auction in fair competition to bidders, was for the most 
part sold for a song at private sale 1o favorites — a brig which had cost 
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$4,000 or $5,000. for $400; an iron steamer, the Mary Somers, for which 
the government paid some $30,000, and for which there were many pur- 
chasers in the market, for $12,000 or $13,000; the U. S. ship St. Louis, 
cost at Philadelphia some $20,000, for only $500 ! So goes the people's 
money in war! — Only one case among thousands continually occurring 
iu this game of fraud and plunder, as well as of blood. 

A Hospital Scene. — " I went," says a correspondent of the Cincinnati 
Times, writing from Matamoros, i: to visit the different hospitals. They 
are filled with the wounded and the dying. The stench that arose from 
them, from the want of police, was disgusting. You could tell at a glance 
Ihe wounded of Palo Alto or the Resaca de la Palma. The latter were 
mostly bullet wounds, whereas the amputated limbs told of the cannon's 
fearful execution in the former. Beside one poor fellow a beautiful girl 
of 17, was seated, keeping off the flies. She was his wife. In another 
corner, a family group, the mother and her children, were seated by their 
wounded father. One bright-eyed little girl quite took my fancy, and my 
heart bled to think thus early she should be introduced to so much wretch- 
edness. On one bed was a corpse ; on another was one dying, holding in 
his hand the giape shot that passed through his breast. He showed it to 
us with a sad countenance. I left the hospital shocked with ihe horrors of 
war. The army have left their wounded comrades with very little atten- 
tion to their wants." 

After all, however, these miseries find a pretty full parallel in almost 
every war. A writer on the civil wars in Spain says, " In the yard of a 
quinta, or nobleman's house, I looked through the grating, and saw about 
two hundred wounded soldiers waiting to have their limbs amputated, 
while others were arriving every moment. It would be difficult to convey 
an idea of the frightful appearance of these men; they had been wounded 
on the 5th, and this was the 7th ; their limbs were swollen to an enormous 
size, and the smell from the gun-shot wounds was dreadful. Some were 
sitting upright against a wall, under the shade of a number of chestnut 
trees, and, as many of them were wounded in the head as well as in the 
limbs, the ghastly countenances of those poor fellows presented a dismal 
sight. The streams of gore which had trickled down their cheeks were 
quite hardened with the sun, and gave their faces a glazed and copper- 
colored hue ; their eyes were sunk and fixed ; and, between the effects of 
the sun, of exhaustion and despair, they resembled more a group of bronze 
figures than anything human. There they sat, silent and statue-like, wait- 
ing for iheir turn to be carried to the amputating tables. At. the other side 
of the yard lay several whose state was too hopeless for them to sit up ; a 
feeble cry from them occasionally to those who were passing, for a drink 
of water, was all they uttered. 

A Utile further on, in an inner court, were the surgeons. They were 
stripped to their shirts, and bloody. Curiosity led me forward • a number 
of doors placed on barrel?, served as temporary tables, and on these lay 
the different subjects upon whom the surgeons were operating ; to the 
right and left were arms and legs, flung here and there wilhout distinction, 
and the ground was dyed with blood." 



RETURNED VOLUNTEERS. 

The community at large are little aware what deceptions were employed 
to sedune soldiers into the Mexican war ; and it is sad enough to contrast 
the high promises held out to them, with the mournful and humiliating 
result. 



